From: Hodson, Carolyn FOR:EX 

Sent: Tuesday, June 03, 2003 9:06 AM

To: FOR Regional Managers; FOR District Managers; FOR HQ Executive

Staff; FOR BC Timber Sales Managers; FOR HQ Directors

Cc: Archibald, Ralph FOR:EX

Subject: Forest and Range Practices Act

Importance: High

On behalf of Larry Pedersen

Carolyn Hodson, Executive Administrative Assistant

for Chief Forester, Ministry of Forests

4th Floor, 595 Pandora Avenue

Victoria, B.C.  V8W 3E7

Ph:    250 387-1296

Fax:  250 387-6267

When the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) was passed last fall, it was known that the Act would require further changes and additions as it did not contain all of the necessary transition provisions and a number of implementation issues were outstanding at the time.  Our original plan was to seek passage of the amendments and then bring the Act into force this spring with the completion of the associated regulations.

By now you are probably aware that Bill 69, containing the amendments to the FRPA was tabled in the house last week.  However, due to the very heavy legislative agenda, not all of the bills tabled towards the end of the session could be dealt with.  Since the house has now risen, Bill 69 will not be debated or considered for passage until the fall sitting of the legislature which runs from early October to late November. 

Since it was not passed this spring as originally hoped, we have had to revise the overall project plan and I am writing to update you on the adjustments that we have made to the implementation timelines.  

This new timeline will of course affect the timing of FRPA training.  We are developing a comprehensive training program for over 6,000 resource professionals, license holders, cattlemen, and woodlot operators so they can work effectively under the new legislative framework.  That training will now begin in January 2004.  

While the delay is unfortunate, we can use the additional time to maximum advantage.  For example, in addition to the existing internal review processes, we will also be establishing a  Minister’s public advisory council (PAC) to provide an opportunity for broad parties of interest to provide advice to the Minister on the development of the regulations.  The Council is expected to be formed in the coming weeks.

In the meantime, a lot of work is going into the development of draft regulations that are consistent with, and reflect, the intent of the FRPA and the Bill 69 amendments.  These draft products will be reviewed by the Council over the summer months and in the fall we expect much interaction with PAC before the regulations are finalized.  The new timelines and process steps should lead to the Act being brought into force immediately following the passage of Bill 69. 

Thank you for your patience as we work to complete the development phase

of this important new initiative.  If you have any questions, please contact either myself or Ralph Archibald at Forest Practices Branch.

Larry P. Pedersen, R.P.F.

ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER

CHIEF FORESTER

